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Discussion. 


MARCIA E. HASTINGS. 


Discussion and free thought seem to 
be occupying the platform more and 
more ; may it continue thus till error is 
swept away, and truth and right pre- 
vail. Discussion, and even contest, 
managed in a good, earnest, loving 
spirit, may be very profitable on many 
subjects; but when the debate becomes 
so heated and strong as to merge into 
antagonism or total egotism, and un- 
kindly dispute and wrangling, it might 
be well for the contestants to pause and 
take breath, imbibe a little more mod- 
eration and self-examination. Review 
the page to see if, in their ardor to win 
the mastery, they are urging their point 
consistently and tothe enlightenment and 
conviction of other thinking minds; or 
whether, in their earnestness to prevail, 
they are becoming a trifle vexed, 
(wrathy?) that their opponent does not 
readily see eye to eye with them and 
accept all their theory, (which they 
themselves on more mature deliberation 
may possibly see cause to change). 
Since no one writer for THE SHAKER, 
to our knowledge, assumes the super- 
human position of zzfalizbzlity of judg- 
ment or opinion, why should not each 
be willing to accord to others the same 
freedom of expression that he would 
reasonably claim for himself? How 
good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to work together in unity! that is, 
unity of purpose to secure the genuine 
metal, the true and the sound. 

We hope and trust that all our good 
brothers and sisters who are interested 
in obtaining and diffusing light and true 
knowledge, will take heed to this mat- 
ter, battle errors and wrongs with suita- 
ble weapons, and sharp, but be careful 
not to hurt the oil or the wine. Let all 
communications be savored with love in 
the heart and christian earnestness to do 
good and benefit others, (which course 
will also bring home benefit,) exercise 
the golden rule and cherish love and 
kindly feelings towards all mankind; 
and our little missionary may be the 
means of dispelling many clouds and 
dispensing much blessing. With sin- 
cere desire for the success of the enter- 
prise and the prosperity of its mana- 
gers, aids and many friends. 

Canterbury, N. H. 


‘“* Tue earth is as much God’s resi- 
dence as heaven,”—Dr. Bellows. 





Awake to the Danger! 


DANIEL OFFARD. 








Tue SHAKER is intended for the 
enunciation of truth; and what truth is 
more important to human welfare than 
that the American government should 
be very unsectarian? Believers should 
realize how great the dangers of a 
church-and-state combination in our 
government ! 

THE SHAKER should awaken such as 
are asleep to the dangerous fact that old 
anti-christian, persecuting theology 
would injure unto death those who 
would not, could not think as it does. 
There is no crime known to men which 
church-and-state governments have not 
committed, and in the name of God and 
Jesus Christ too! I do earnestly hope 
that THz SHAKER may be true to its 
name, and wage spiritual war, in bat- 
tles of shaking, against every evil prin- 
ciple and power that is at work against 
the good of humanity. And let us, as 
brethren, true to the faith, hating the 
lusts of the flesh and of the mind, have 
our entire lives in accord with the sin- 
cerity of truth; and though there may 
be differences of opinion theologically, 
the main purposes of our faith will be 
accomplished. 


” 
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Hot-House Christians. 





E. T. LEGGETT. 


How lowly were the saints of old, 
Who, from the grove or cavern wild, 
To God their sins and sorrows told 
In language artless as a child; 
While winds.and waves and tides are still, 
Their heart-warm songs and prayers arise 
That echo wafts, o’er dale and hill, 
To heaven from the list’ning skies. 


But progress moves with time apace, 
And art succeeds to nature now; 
And those who seek God’s saving grace, 
Their churches, not their hearts endow: 
How well devised and shrewd the plan, 
To build to God with brick and stone; 
And duy His choicest gifts to man, 
With consecrated gold alone! 


How piety walks hand in hand, 

With ostentation here below; 
And pomp and potence now command 

All gold-fleeced reverends dare to know! 
What gorgeous structures now obtain, 

With spires that pierce the Heav’nly blue, 
As though to cleave the skies in twain, 

And let man’s gilt-edged off’rings through ! 


The heart now beats to man’s control, 
Nor dare beyond his biddings soar; 
And ice has fossilized the soul 





That warms to God and heaven no more: 








The world that war’s red sins subdued. 
To bold imperial Czesar’s sway ; . 
The world God’s angels loved and wooed, 

Is fashion’s willing slave to-day! 


Learned priests now daily interview 
The Deity on things below; 
Suggesting much He ought to do, 
And many things He ought to know; 
Or broaching some transcendent plan, 
(More suited to the time, and higher,) 
To save intact the soul of man, 
Without the slightest use of fire. 


Now fashion’s found a fairer road, 
That all her glitt’ring hosts pursue, 
With palace-cars to Heaven’s abode, 
And Zasses for the favored few ; 
Urbane conductors, just secured, 
With music daily by the choir; 
And every passenger assured, 
From damages or loss by fire. 


How tempting this on fashion’s line, 
With ease and safety promised there! 
Yet many still to doubts incline 
That all is gold that shines so fair: 
Perhaps ’twere best for those who doubt, 
Where fashion’s cream-cheese votaries BO, 
To take the less attractive route, 
Tear-worn by saints of long-ago. 


I wonder if ’way up on high, 
Man’s piebald thoughts and acts they know; 
And if they oft’ner smile or sigh, 
At his queer capers here below: 
Perhaps they think this world a stage, 
And saints and sinners actors all; 
And trembling wait the closing page, 
To see life’s star-gemmed curtain fall. 


Bitter, but Wholesome. 


RICHARD FLETCHER. 


The festive holidays in New York city had 
clouds whose dark side we must look at in 
spite of the transient} surface merriment of the 
masses, ‘*Child frozen to death in the pub- 
lic street.” Not merry talk at the breakfast 
table. Some say the passers-by were all to 
blame; others that they did just right to hurry 
by,—plenty of their own to provide for,— 
careless alms-giving makes matters worse; 
others still, that liquor-sellers must answer 
for this and a thousand daily cases of ‘‘ man’s 
inhumanity to man.” 

Now, what right, human or divine; have 
people coolly, voluntarily tq add to the drift- 
ing, useless, shiftless swarms of beings that 
disgrace the name of humanity? Face the 
sad fact, look at the dark side a moment, that 
we may learn truth sweeter than sensual 
pleasure, more lasting than holiday merri- 
ment. Is America to bea land of hopeless 
poverty? This question is a serious one for 
to-day,—not to be put off to the future, when 
it may be a problem for civil war to settle. 
Humanity is somewhat ‘‘ off the track.” All 
admit it. It might be worse. Thank God, 
the bridge is not broken yet! The sooner 
the passengers get out of the lazy, shaky, 
risky seats, and lend willing hands to the 
work of private and public reform, the soon- 
er humanity’s train will be ‘“‘on” again, and 





the bridge of redemption will. hold if we do 
our part. 

' Laugh and jeer as people det at- the mere 
mention of self-denial, society’s best: lesson 
to-day is this same curbing of. all -useless, 
riotous desires of the senses ‘and intellect. 
The man or woman who learns to control 
one single desire within bounds, so that it 
does not run away with sober judgment of 
what he or she knows to be right, noble, 
healthy, useful, will receive strength to rule 
over mightier forces than brutal armies. 
Even our strongest propensities,—too often 
worthy the name of “ passidns,”—can be 
held from their willful, natural courses, and 
turned to nobler work. -Thus only can God’s 
first beautiful, orderly plan be brqught back. 
Self-denial for individuals is the yery spirit of 
christianity. If more of it were with us, it 
would indeed work like a ‘‘holy” spirit, 
which is prayed for so.much, and grieved 
away by unholy deeds. 

Do people never think of a more radical 
cure for pauperism, and milder forms of 
poverty, disease, and degeneration than alms- 
giving? Or are they afraid to advise un- 
lucky mortals, who are morally and physi- 
cally unworthy of multiplying God’s image, 
to abstain? Afraid to, because they know 
how all unworthily they live themselves? 

Some may reply in the words of Dickens’ 
Christmas ghost: ‘‘ Why should one speck 
of animated dust complain of the too-much 
life among the hungry brothers on myriad 
leaves around?” At first thought, true, it 
does look like disrespect, almost blasphemy, 
to find fault with increasing population. For 
does not the Infinite give souls to earth- 
caskets, and what have mortals to say about 
it? Would that there are no worse ways of 
checking population than the total absti- 
nence called celibacy! Is it honoring God 
to think he cannot give immortal life—souls 
—to better earthly forms than many speci- 
mens we see? 

‘* But,” say some; ‘‘ your plan is too radi- 
cal. Humanity must gradually work into 
better conditions.” How can it, unless some 
few people commence thorough home-work? 
Nay, radical cures are needed. Reform will 
be slow enough among the masses anyway. 
So let thoughtful ones reflect on the signs of 
the times, especially on present bodily health, 
comparing with the past, and ask, ‘Are 
coming generations likely to inherit an aver- 
age standard of health? or more, or less?” 
For on healthy bodies depend the well-bal- 
ancing of minds and the progress of soul- 
life. 

Once, a mere handful of persons were all 
in the world who were able to understand, 
even partially, the wholesome, sin-cleaning 
spirit of Christ’s testimony. Not many, 
now, know the fullness of meaning which 
the light of to-day unfolds from the ever- 
ripening teachings of the New Testament. 
We are called upon to live higher, christian 
lives than the world was able to grasp an 
idea of, a few centuries ago. 

One strong proof is in the physical degen- 
eration of the race. Religion that does not 





control the most important vital function of 
men and women is worse than no religion, 


THE SHAKER. 





ees mo ern Ae 











Moody revivals do not reach the root of the 
worst sins among the people. Sad, sad is 


the need, as honest physicians can tell, of|straction, forgetting the place we are in, may 


some motive {strong enough" to turn man’s 
appetites and passions to a nobler work than 
dishonoring God’s gifts of immortality with 
poor, imperfect, imbecile, lust-consumed ten- 
ements of clay. 

Consumptives are kept from spreading 
their misfortanes among posterity, as far as 
common-sense can rule over passion in gen- 
eral society. Why should not many other 
forms of hereditary disease and deformity be 
cut off by noble, honest sacrifice of carnal 
lives? Let unlucky heirs of the sins of par- 
ents and grandparents take up crosses like 
followers of Christ, and say: ‘* We will do 
what we can to check the’ increase of sin that 
threatens the coming twentieth century more 
than the nineteenth.” 

—AThis is the call to large numbers to-day. 
Happy are souls who give up carnal, selfish 
lives for any good motive; for they receive 
the promised hundred-fold, and grow toward 
divine life, with a joy the world knows not 


of. 
Sonyea, N. Yr. 
Wisdom, the Prinoipal Thing. 
__John$Phillips of Pleasant Hill, Ky., 


sends‘us the following report of a short, 
pithy address,“by Larz Erickson’of that 
place: 


‘* Let us gather heavenly things. We 
stand in greatest need of wisdom, to 
lead us to be happy and satisfied and 
’ dutiful. A wése man or woman is of 
inestimable worth on this earth. Each 
is like the rising sun, manifesting"the 
glory of God to all men. All who re- 
ceive wisdom as a guide, flourish in 
temporal and spiritual blessings. Whoso 
is governed by wisdom, does not think 
nor say much of self as being exalted 
above his fellows. Wisdom never con- 
troverts ; it teaches by example the bet- 
ter way. War is not of Wisdom. 
Peace is one of Wisdom’s children, her 
rule is ‘* peace on earth, and good will 
to men!” 





[To which we add ‘* Amen!” even 
at the expense of being so much a 
Methodist. Preach on, brother; it is 
just such thoughts as feed the would-be 
wise, and many of our readers will 
bless you for so doing. ] 





SOCIAL LIFE TOPICS. 


SHAKER VILLAGE, N. H., 
January 28, 1877. 

Beloved A.: How very singular, indeed, 
that you should have addressed me upon sub- 
jects which form so much the essential fea- 
ture of our whole life. I think that you have 
more readily anticipated me than I could 
hope to do in my reply. Iam so thoroughly 
convinced of the essential necessity of a rig- 
id discipline for the mind, and no less for the 
body, that I almost reverentially look upon 
the requirements of the originators of our 
order, and hesitate at the thought of chang- 
ing or repealing, unless fully persuaded that 
it will be for the development of protection 
for the order, or open an avenue more spirit- 
ual, and consequently place us nearer the 
city of God. 

Very well do I know, as you remark, the 
times that our order are each day in the atti- 
tude of prayer. As commonplace as its fre- 
quency may seem to make it, the believer 
whose soul is awakened in the interest of the 
gospel cause, finds it an exalted position be- 
fore God. To the children and youth it evi- 
dently has a most salutary effect, in that it 
demands of them, for a few moments, reflec- 
tion. While they bend their knees in prayer 
they should be conscientiously instructed in 





their thank-offering before God. 


That the ceremony may become formal we 
cannot deny. That we may suffer from ab- 


also be true; and the same might be said of 
many or all ceremonies which are of frequent 
occurrence. 

I am fully persuaded that the discipline 
which forms the essential part of our work 
comprehends, measurably, the saving grace, 
on the principle which Jesus taught: ‘“‘ Deny 
thyself, and follow me.” 

But I have thus far been so interested in 
your remarks that even now I reluctantly 
pass from them to another subject. Ah, 
shall I in this anticipate you, and with you a 
large body of our brethren and sisters, as I 
make reference to the signal-call of the morn- 
ing? It is generally conceded, order is char- 
acteristic of the kingdom of God, and hence 
the imperative necessity of its strict mainte- 
nance by every body of professing chris- 
tians. Confusion, or disorder, belongs to 
Babylon. When we publish that our signal 
for rising is at 5 or 5 1-2, it is by many re- 
ceived with astonishment. One says: ‘I 
rise at 6, and consider that early,” while an- 
other begins the day at 7. This may do for 
those who have no systematic order for retir- 
ing, and it may do for families organized on 
the basis of selfish relations; but a prominent 
feature of protection in the Shaker order, 
and an active testimony against a morbid in- 
dulgence, is found in the careful attention to 
the hours of retiring and of rising. The old 
adage says: ‘*Six hours of rest for a man; 
seven for a woman; and eight for a fool.” 
The Shakers have given the extended mar- 
gin. Some do not wish the greatest num- 
ber; others readily accept it. 

As we have no slaves, no servants, our re- 
ligious compact is formed of brethren and 
sisters, who stand on a foundation of equali- 
ty, covenanting together to abide by the 
rules of the institution,-and to bear the cross 
of practical self-denial. Sickness, infancy 
and old age form exceptions to this rule. It 
was only a few mornings since, as I was pass- 
ing from one dwelling to another, at a few 
minutes past 5, that I met a little boy, as 
bright as a lark. ‘Why are you not in bed 
and asleep, my little man?” said I. When he 
as readily answered: ‘‘ They have rung the 
bell, and I didn’t want to sleep any longer.” 
He had in all probability enjoyed the luxury 
of ‘‘rest from his labors” some niné or ten 
hours. The amount of rest that a person 
needs may be an open question. Héalth re- 
formers sadly disagree on this point, as they 
do on every other. Nervous temperaments 
plead for an indefinite extension, while the 
indifferent and indolent of every phase still 
say, ‘‘ yet a little sleep, a little slumber.” 

As my correspondent, whoever he may 
happen to be, dwells with so much interest 
upon certain religious forms, I trust that he 
as faithfully begins the day, by a strict ob- 
servance of that religious discipline which 
calls us to a renewal of life as ‘‘ the morning 
dawn is breaking.” Respectfully, u. c. B. 


+ 


An Unanswered Prayer. 


ROSIE MORSE. 
Oh, saints on earth, and powers above, 
Do grant one boon we pray! 
For it we ask, for it we plead, 
Oh, turn us not away: 
Oh, give us one breath of pure air, 
Our waning strength revive; 
One sniff of oxygen, O grant, 
To keep our souls alive. 





Our vital energies are weak— 
Our aspirations dead! 

Our inward fervency is spent— 
Our zeal and ardor fied! 

All for the want of God’s free air! 
Essence of mortal life— 

That all-supporting element, 


In church, I cast my eyes around, 
To find an open door; 

But through no crevice comes the air, 
My dull brain to restore. 

And here, we’re breathing o’er again, 
The air that’s been exhaled! 

I think, O whither can I go, 
And oxygen prevail? 


Ah, might I roam through trackless air, 
And like the eagle soar! 
To this benighted, mundane sphere, 
I would return no more. 
I'd take my flight most joyously— 
In the air of heaven I’d lave— 
I'd feed and feast on oxygen, 
As pure as God e’er gave. 


But while I’m destined here to stay, 
I must not soar too high; 
To earth, I turn reluctantly, 
But give me air, I cry. 
Throw up the windows, ope the doors— 
Give nature broader scope! 
We shall be paid in better gifts, 
In spirit, life and hope. 


Now should we be denied this boon 
That serves to vitalize? 

Nay, let us heed before too late, 
Exhausted nature’s cries. 

I do implore, with all my prayer, 
In supplication’s voice : 

Oh, gospel friends, let’s breath pure air, 
And then 7 truth rejoice. 


Shirley, Mass. 


Every Ohild of God Saved! 


We are always glad to add admiration 
to any churchal declaration; and we 
find so little to object to in the follow- 
ing, from the Christian Leader, (uni- 
versalist,) we copy, asking how many 
genuine wxzversalists there are? Every 
child of God being herein provided for, 
what of the ‘‘ lost sheep,” according to 
the universalist creed? 


‘*A man’s mere belief that God will final- 
ly save all souls, does not, in itself, make 
him a universalist. His life will give 
some evidence of his creed. He will be 
merciful and loving. Humanity will 
shine in his countenance, and wax elo- 
quent in his speech. His sympathies 
will be enlisted in behalf of every true 
charity and reform. He will not be 
ashamed to confess his faith before men. 
He will be proud and glad to declare 
‘I am a believer in the ultimate salva- 
tion of every child of God.’” 








A Word to Grumblers. 


The Dansville (Ky.) Record says: 
** Don’t be a grumbJer. Some people, 
old and young, contrive to get hold of 
the prickly side of everything; to run 
against all the sharp corners, and to find 
out all the disagreeable things. Half 
the strength spent in growling would 
often set things right. You may as 
well make up your mind that no one 
ever found the world quite as he would 
like it; but you are to take your share 
of the trouble, and bear it bravely. You 
will be very sure to have burdens laid 
upon you that belong to other people, 
unless you are a shirk yourself; but 
don’t grumble. If the work needs 


doing, never mind about the other one 
who ought to have done it and didn’t. 
Those workers who fill up the gaps and 
smooth away the rough spots, and finish 
up the job the others leave undone, they 
are the true peace-makers, and worth a 


“Ts this a Ohristian Oountry ?” 


Rabbi Jastrow of Philadelphia, in a 
discourse demanding the opening of the 
centennial exhibition on the Sabbath, 
answered the above question, No! 


‘*T confess my inability to under- 
stand what a christian country means, 
and I defy any of those who make use 
of this argument to explain it satisfac- 
torily. Is christianity a nationality by 
which a country may be defined, that 
we should be permitted to say, ‘ This is 
a christian country?’ Should a com- 
pound of two terms, which have neither 
a political nor a geographical connec- 
tion, one of which designates the soil, 
and the other a religious creed, be al- 
lowed to be made use of for denomina- 
tional purposes in a country where, one 
hundred years ago, liberty of conscience 
was made the basis of all government? 
Just as absurd as it isto speak of a 
christian soil, it is to use the expression 
of a christian country in the sense of a 
christian government, with christian po- 
litical institutions. Where is that chris- 
tian country? Thanks to the Lord, we 
look for it in vain on the map of the 
United States. 

‘‘Here where the separation of 
church and state has been laid down as 
the foundation of our government ; here 
should we, in the sight of our liberties, 
in the year of their jubilee, speak of a 
christian country in the same sense as 
we speak of a French or a Spanish 
country? Are the citizens of this coun- 
try christians, by either birth or adop- 
tion? Are her officers christians? If 
this be so, let there be, in spite of the 
constitution, a test established for every 
one who lands on our shores; let him 
swear that he is a christian, though it 
may be hard to state what sect he be- 
longs to; let there be no one admitted 
to the privileges of citizenship who re- 
fuses to swear allegiance to airagesor & 
Until such a test shall have been estab- 
lished, no one has a right to say ‘This 
is a christian country ;’? and whoever 
says so perverts the truth for the sake 
of misleading the people into intoler- 
ance and fanaticism. This is no chris- 
tian country so long as the first amend- 
ment of the constitution stands un- 
changed, and we trust in the good 
sense of our people that it will stand 
so forever.” 


- 
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KINDNESS TO ANIMALS.—Van Am- 
burgh could handle his lions and tigers 
with impunity. No animal will fail to 
respond to kindness and good treatment. 
And especially will the noble horse re- 
spect and confide in and faithfully serve 
a master who deals gently and kindly 
with him. We have ourselves taken a 
spirited Morgan mare which had been 
rudely handled and become entirely un- 
manageable through harsh treatment, 
and by appealing to her intelligence and 
respecting her needs, in three weeks’ 
time made her entirely safe and reliable 
for wife and children, and all who 
would treat her kindly and handle her 
gently, and we have, after five years, 
seen the same mare resume her old 
vicious habits when again under the 
control of one who resorted to arbitrary 
or brutal treatment. Always/appeal to 
the better instincts of the horse, the 
mule, the ox, the cow, as well as the 
dog and other domestic animals, and 
they will never become vicious nor un- 











Which warms us for life’s strife. 


whole regiment of growlers.” 


manageable.— Sem? - Tropical. 
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LisTENING TO EVIL REPORTS.—The 
longer I live, the more I feel the impor- 
tance of adhering to the rule which I 
have laid down for myself in relation to 
such matters: 1. To hear as little as 
possible whatever is to the prejudice of 
others. 2. To believe nothing of the 
kind till I am absolutely forced to it. 
3. Never to drink into the ‘spirit of 
one who circulates an evil report. 4. 
Always to moderate, as far asI can, the 
unkindness which is expressed towards 
others. 5. Always to believe that, if 
the other side were heard, a very differ- 
ent account would be given of the mat- 
ter.— Carus’s Life of Simeon. 





THE BEST FRIEND. The most agree- 
able of all companions is a simple, 
frank man, without any high preten- 
sions to an oppressive greatness; one 
who loves life, and understands the use 
of it; obliging alike at all hours; above 
all, of a goldem temper, and steadfast 
as an anchor. For such an one we glad- 
ly exchange the greatest genius, the 
most brilliant wit, the profoundest 
thinker.—Lessing. 





A REFORM is needed; when shall it 
commence? Right here in Boston, 
where there is wealth sufficient to sup- 
port ministers at enormous salaries—to 
save souls—and to build churches and 
furnish them extravagantly, in which 
to worship God on Sundays, are men 
and women starving and freezing, and 
no ‘** man of God” to stay their feet in 
the course of ruin. Saloons bright and 
cheerful invite them to enter. Church- 
es dark and dismal are closed against 
them, for these latter places are God’s 
houses, and must not be desecrated by 
the poor, the hungry, and forsaken. So 
Satan has it all his own way in his al- 
luring hells. Why not open the church- 
es, or the vestries at least, every even- 
ing through the winter, make them as 
comfortable and cheerful as Satan’s 
realms, and have it an understood 
thing that hot coffee and substantial 
food will be served to the cold and hun- 
gry, and lodgings furnished—if not 
there, then from a fund for the purpose, 
instead of furnishing tracts for the mill- 
ions and money for the heathen—to those 
who have no homes; thus making the 
churches God’s houses in very earnest, 
and causing the hearts of the suffering 
to rejoice that at last humanity has dis- 
covered a new way of saving souls 
through warming, feeding and clothing 
the body?—JZ. S. Wetmore, in New 
Age. 


> 
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Tur Rev. Joe Cook has drawn a 
picture of the church of the future. He 
says: ‘If the churches continue to 
develop in accordance with present in- 
dications, a few centuries hence the 
members will be fanned with eloquent 
sermons, as they swing in hammocks, 
one end of which will be fastened to 
the cross and the other held by mam- 
mon.” 





People frequently reject great truths, 
not so much for want of evidence, as 
for want of an inclination to search for it. 





WueEwn Cornelius Vanderbilt depart- 
ed this life, the clergyman at his funer- 
al said that his last moments were hap- 
py because Christ had died for him, in 
whom he had ‘‘a singularly child-like 
faith” as his Saviour. Of course. Je- 
sus said that a camel might go through 
the eye of a needle easier than a rich 
man enter the kingdom of heaven ; and 
Vanderbilt thereupon proceeds to amass 
fifty or an hundred millions, to show 
his ‘‘ singularly child-like faith.” We 
don’t see how it was child-like, except 
in the sense that shows a babe’s wis- 
dom. But it is not necessary for a man 
of property or good position in society 
to get converted. We never knew such 
aman to die, who, however destitute 
his life might have been of any relig- 
ious purpose, was not at once, by the 
hand of some theological exponent of 
the divine counsels, safely landed in 
Abraham’s bosom.—Wew Age. 
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Rev. DeWitt Tacmacgs says: ‘If 
I were on trial for my integrity or my 
life, I would rather have my case sub- 
mitted to a jury of twelve lawyers than 
to a jury of twelve clergymen. The 
legal profession have a keener sense of 
justice than is found in the sacred call- 


ing.” 

A CHRISTIAN is not safe and reliable 
unless he has sent a tap-root down into 
hard, strong foundations of christian 
doctrine. Surface-roots of sentiment 
and emotion have their uses, but they 
are not good for much, eitherina dry time 
or in a tempest.— Words of Faith. 
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How THE DUMB CREATURES LOVED 
u1M.—A French writer says of an old 
Bordeaux sailor of sixty years ago: 
He was so kind to dumb creatures that 
I have known his boat was coming 
sometimes through seeing the pigeons 
start off seaward, and wheel and hover 
around her till she touched the landing 
steps, when, almost before he had step- 

ed on shore, they would perch on his 
shoulders ; and then, when his head ap- 
peared above the quay, the goat would 
come capering down, bleating. Old 
Tinker, the donkey,—such a rascal that 
it was said he could open every gate in 
the parish, and the cattle all knew it, 
and would follow him, and he had to 
be tethered,—would, as the old man 
advanced, whisk his tail, prance, throw 
back his ears and Bray; and the very 
pig, who was often let loose for a run, 
would come shambling down, and 
grunt, and arch his back for a rub, not 
to speak of the tortoise, which would 
follow him about, and eat out of his 
and no other hand. 
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HEBREW DARKNESS. —In a Jewish 
synagogue in New York, one of the 
pew-holding brethren has been convict- 
ed of being a receiver of stolen goods, 
and now the trustees refuse to take his 
money for the rent of the pew. They 
are glad to have him come to church 
and get good, but they won’t touch his 
money. Suppose a Protestant church 
was run on such principles, and _ prohi- 
bitionist clergymen compelled to de- 
cline money the brethren made at rum- 
selling, for example, there would very 
soon be a coolness among the brethren. 
An exchange hints that some Christian 
churches would be exposed to bankrupt- 








cy.— Boston Advertiser, 








‘*WHAT’S IN A NAME?”—The pious 
Cincinnati Enguirer, and the evangel- 
ized Democrat, are holding up their 
pious heads in holy horror at Col. In- 
gersoll, as an ‘‘infidel.” History in- 
forms us that Thomas Jefferson, the au- 
thor of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and father of the democratic 
party, was an infidel. John Adams, a 
signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, was an infidel. Benj. Franklin, 
a signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, was an infidel. Thomas Paine, 
one of the most distinguished of the 
revolutionary patriots, was an infidel. 
And Jefferson says, in his ** Notes on 
Virginia,” that even Washington him- 
self was an infidel. In fact, a very con- 
siderable number of the leading and 
wisest politicians of to-day are infidels. 
— Common Sense. 

To hundreds of Shakers, and profess- 
ing christian people, this will not read 
pleasurably. But when we think how 
very infidel true Shakers are to ‘‘ ortho- 
dox” theology, we do not know of 


greater infidels anywhere ! 
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Organization of Spiritualists. 





THE SHAKER has no ill-will toward 
spiritualists of our own country, nor of 
other lands. The constantly-recurring 
evidences of courtesy from the columns 
of the spiritualistic press in behalf of 
our medium, leave us without an ex- 
cuse for uttering a word of unpleasant 
criticism upon its almost universal po- 
sition of organization. Our strictures 
must be considered, therefore, as an 
earnest for its welfare, and for the mil- 
lions for which it continues to live so 
healthily. It is pretty generally known 
that THe SHAKER is the organ of the 
earliest organization of the most spirit- 
ual body of spiritualists in our country, 
or that has existed as such an organiza- 
tion since the days of Pentecost. 

Our organization is eighty-five years 
of age; and its every pulse-beat tending 
to an increase of organization, has 
meant a stronger, purer, unselfish spir- 
itualism. For twenty-five years we have 
admired the opposition of spiritualists 
generally, to any suggestion of organi- 
zation, upon bases that formed the foun- 
dation of the popular churches; and 
the spiritualistic press is worthy of all 
praise for its continued persistence in 
thus encouraging its people. A few 
months since, a large congregation of 
spiritualists met at Philadelphia, among 
which were found some of the leading, 
and most worthy lights of that unorgan- 
ized persuasion of spiritualism, known 
as ‘*modern.” The object of the meet- 
ing was for organization, upon a basis 
of deeper, genuine spiritualism than 
the body had known before ; and which 
was there declared as a positive neces- 
sity, to keep within the fold those who 
had been faithful members, but who 
were leavening back to the old arks 
from which they once had departed, as 








left his kindred, or Lot and his family 
went out from Sodom. Thereis nodoubt 
the proper time had come for their or- 
ganization ; that the proper parties had 
there met for this purpose; and that 
most properly did they report a basis 
which any and all of the popular 
churches of all lands could pattern to 
their greatly increased spiritual benefit. 
None of the old saws of theology were 
embodied in the reported constitution ; 
and we remember of reading the reso- 
lutions with much pleasure, as being 
good grounds for abandoning further 
opposition to urganization. 

Again the press of the persuasion 
raised a warning cry, and particularly 
vented anathemas against the admission 
of ‘‘christian” as defining “‘spiritugd- 
ists.” One by one, however, this press 
has abandoned opposition to organiza- 
tion, but seem desirous of a new deal 
in resolutions ; the formation of a new, 
and, to us, most indefinite and impossi- 
ble platform to organize upon. 

The Banner of Light, and Religio- 
Philosophical Fournal, two most wide- 
ly known and respected journals of 
spiritualism, seem to have due appreci- 
ation that mediumistic impostors are 
abundant, that honest mediums are per- 
secuted, that ‘‘social freedom” over- 
rides morality and purity; and that 
many of the best educated and more re- 
ligiously inclined spiritualists have con- 
nected themselves with liberal, chris- 
tian denominations. Yet these, and 
other periodicals, have just roused up 
from a Rip Van Winkle-like sleep, to 
come out zealously for organization. 

But the motto—the platform—a plan 
upon which they propose to found and 
organize a church, would excite our 
pity more, if it did not make us laugh! 
Here it is—all there is of it—all! 

‘‘ THINK FOR YOURSELF AND EXPRESS THAT 
THOUGHT! 

FREE THOUGHT WILL GIVE US TRUTH!!” 
*¢ Precisely so,” says the atheist of 
Paris, and the mormon of Utah. This 
may be an effort to organize spiritual- 
ists, with spiritualism left out—without 
any admission of communion of spirits ! 
Think of it; spzrztualists trying to or- 
ganize their scattering forces without a 
recognition of God, of Christ, of mo- 
rality! without any recognition of re- 
pentance, of confession of their sins, or 
a communion, and communication with 
their superiors in the world of spirits! 
The plan may be proper with atheists, 
deists, radicals, religion-haters, and a 
few spiritualists, but what will J. M. 
Peebles, Dr. Watson, A. J. Davis, Nel- 
lie T. Brigham, Dr. Child, and a host 
of other spiritualists, say of it? 

In a former article, we expressed our 
disappointment in spiritualists. We 
had hoped they never would organize 
until they could agree upon a basis that 
was less earthJy, more spiritual, fuller 
of brotherhood and stronger in the bond 
of love than the organizations of the 
Shakers; and when we read of the 
spiritual platform arranged in Philadel- 
phia, we still had hope. For realizing, 





sincerely and suddenly as Abraham ever 


that though it was not ‘‘as strait as 














straitness,” nor ‘‘ pure as the heavens,” 
it tended largely that way, and to lift 
spiritualists up, and. out of themselves 
and selfishness ; and until this resurrec- 
tion takes place, spiritualists will con- 
tinue to wear the swaddling clothes of its 
childhood, while thoughts and talks of 
its growth into more genuine spiritual- 
ity will be all bosh! The spiritualism 
of the Shakers is none too intense, 
neither approaches too near the life of 
the heavens ; and until our spiritualistic 
friends determine to excel the Shakers 
in angelic occupations of body and soul, 
they had better live here, as spiritually as 
they do. Until they take some course 
more radically spiritual than the platform 
noted above, the decimation of their 
ranks will be hailed with joy by the old 
systems which they once so gladly for- 
sook, and toward which they never 
more can give faithful adherence. *,* 


Our Biographical Studies. No.1. 


I. JOHN BAPTIST. 





Every important movement from 
good to better, and best,—from conser- 
vative to more radical goodness—has 
had its forerunner; and between Juda- 
ism and the mission of Jesus, there 
came John Baptist, crying to the bewil- 
dered people, ‘* Prepare for Jesus ”—for 
something better than you have ever 
heard! The testimony of this Baptist 
is valuable: ‘I indeed, baptize you 
with water, while you are confessing 
your sins; but he that cometh after me, 
will baptize -you with fire, while you 
confess, and give you the holy spirit’ to 
help you refrain in the future!” Again : 
“J saw and bare record that this is 
the son of God!” So far, John is to 
be admired. After a time, this same 
John—unwilling to yield to his convic- 
tions, and submit to the superior au- 
thority of Jesus—doubted, and sent 
some of zs followers to Jesus, to ask 
of him whether he was the promised 
Messiah! Jesus replied by sending 
back the fruits of his works. The next 
we hear of this John, he dies by vio- 
lence. This Baptist has many schol- 
ars—faithful followers in our time—in 
all excepting his tragic death. He has, 
incomparably, more followers than 
Jesus! Professing allegiance to Jesus, 
and acknowledging his life as that of 
the son of God, they to this day doubt 
the propriety of giving up their selfish 
sovereignties to become his disciples ; 
while the majority will be beheaded, 
and die, before they will admit that 
Jesus’ life was the proper life to be cop- 
ied by christians! The lives of the 
majority are like the Baptist’s, too self- 
ish to submit to christianity! John was 
a nice man, a splendid Jew ; too proud- 
spirited, however. ‘: None greater has 
been born,” said Jesus, not even ex- 
cepting himself. But because of the 
want of an humble, self-denying, obe- 
dient spirit, neither John nor the mul- 
titudes who follow him in arrogant 
opposition to the unselfish, angelic life 
of Jesus the Christ, ‘‘the least of the 
kingdom of heaven is greater” than 




















these followers of John out of heaven. 


Il. NICODEMUS. 

We must be excused from the con- 
demnation of Nicodemus. ‘* He came 
by night,” ’tis true; and he may thus 
have shown a want of moral courage; 
but his admitted testimony, ‘‘ We know 
that thou art a teacher of God,” places 
him far ahead of tens of thousands, 
who, condemning Nicodemus, will not 
come to the acknowledgment of the 
truth of Christ’s life, neither by day 
nor night! We except from this num- 
ber some known individuals, who, hav- 
ing faith in the correctness of Shaker 
testimony and life, ‘*come by night” 
with offerings as genuine as that of 
Nicodemus. We cherish the confi- 
dence of very many, who, sick of the 
carnally fleshly life, realize no more 
pleasure in such worldliness, but find 
it corroding, corrupting, and very un- 
spiritual to the soul, who yet are so 
strongly bound, Nicodemus-like, by the 
fashions of our day, that they cannot 
** come by day,” cannot come out and 
own their genuine convictions, and 
brave a scorning world; and so they 
** come by night,” in loving epistles, in 
tokens of remembrance; come them- 
selves under cover of our confidence. 
Our sanctum library denotes scores of 
volumes, presented by living, loving, 
modern Nicodemuses, and our edito- 
rial chair, admired by so many, is the 
gift of a ‘eomer by night.” Letters 
from all parts of the English-speaking 
world are abundant; and sincere pro- 
testations of- these infant souls into 
christianity are--at' no’ time wanting. 
We love them, nevertheless.: Their 
half-loaf admissions by starlight are 
better than no bread by day; : and for 
their kindly donations by letter and 
otherwise we have only grateful re- 
turns to offer, for which they shall lose 
nothing, but be remembered as those 
only wanting daylight to make them 
**near the kingdom of heaven.” And 
yet we encourage none to be Nicode- 
muses. 











III. PETER. 


Peter, it is said, denied his master, 
fulfilling the prediction of Jesus that he 
would. Jesus was a natural phrenolo- 
gist, a ready reader of human nature; 
and with Peter’s inordinate expression 
of what he would do, Jesus coupled 
his knowledge of Peter’s want of firm- 
ness when the time of trial came, and 
said to him, ‘* You will deny me three 
times, more easily than you think.” 
Weall love Peter’s future. How well he 
contended for the faith afterward, and 
died head downward from choice! 
And from this future we may learn a 
profitable lesson. There are millions 
of persons whose characters are like 
unto Peter’s when he denied his Lord. 
There are only a few who repent as 
sincerely as he did after his Lord had 
been crucified. 

There is no doubt that Peter, on dis- 
covering his weakness, determined to 
strengthen therein, and accomplished 
his determination; and when others 





yuld ‘have denied the Christ in doc- 
trine, saved them and the testimony 
before the world. The denial by Peter 
is to be severely condemned, there be- 
ing no christian apology therefor; but 
there should be all charity for his ad- 
mitted and repented-of weakness. 

There. are some who offer Peter’s 
mistake as an apology for their own 
misdoings; but this will never do for 
christians. Let us condemn whatever 
is wrong in Peter, Paul, Appollos, or 
ourselves; and then let us be as en- 
couragingly repentant as any one. As 
a denier of his master, Peter was, is 
condemnable; and wherein we at all 
deny his life in our lives, we are there- 
in condemnable. Peter’s repentant and 
estimable future, so far as he represent- 
ed Christ, we should copy as closely as 
circumstances demand. In the absence 
of physical martyrdom, let us crucify 
the world, the flesh in us, heads down- 
ward, being vigilant for the cause to 
the end. With the truth ever appar- 
ent, that there are myriads who deny 
Christ, not only three times, but all 
their lives, might we be more able to 
make as apparent that a few more hun- 
dreds might own and represent Christ 
than now do, as ‘‘him crucified unto a 
sinful world,” and themselves offered 
to ‘‘follow him,” the exemplar Jesus, 


the brilliant pattern of the Christ life. 
* * 
* 
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Don’t cRITICISE. — Whatever you 
do, never set up for a critic. I don’t 
mean a newspaper one—some people 
are obliged to earn a living that way— 
but in private life, in the domestic cir- 
cle, in society. It will not do any one 
any good, and it will do you harm—if 
you mind being called disagreeable. 

If you don’t like any one’s nose, or 
object to any one’s chin, don’t put your 
feelings into words. If any one’s man- 
ners don’t please you, remember your 
own. 

People are not all made to suit one 
taste ; ‘recollect that. 

Take things as you find them, unless 
you can alter them. Even a dinner, 
after it is swallowed, can’t be made any 
better. 

Continual fault-finding, continual 
criticism ot the conduct of this one, 
and the speech of that one, the dress of 
the other, and the opinions of the 
other, will make home the unhappiest 
place under the sun. If you are never 
pleased with any one, no one will ever 
be pleased with you. And if it is 
known you are hard to suit, few will 
take pains to suit you. 
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[We copy the following from The Dew- 
Drop, a beautiful little sheet, published at 
Shaker Village, N. H. As itis the only ri- 
val Tue SHAKER has, we are happier for thus 
noticing it. It is printed anonymously, a 
favorite pastime with the people there, but it 
may be had by addressing itself, as above, 
enclosing a ¢wo cent stamp. | 


BEACHRISTIAN. In journeying through 
this life, long or short as it may be, the 
highest ambition, and greatest desire of 
the mind should be to become a chris- 
tian; not after the common acceptance 
of the term, which is often a mere pro- 
fession, but the inward life should be so 
guided by the spirit of Christ, that no 
evil thing would find a place of abode 
therein. 

The spirit of retaliation—an evil that 





ruined the happiness of many homes 
and made its inmates narrow and self- 
ish—should never take possession of a 
christian’s heart; for where the true 
spirit of Christ reigris, there will exist 
love, charity, peace, forgiveness, and all 
the heavenly graces that tend to develop 
the true character. 

The golden rule will be the christian’s 
guide instead of selfishness; and we 
shall find that as, step by step, we as- 
cend the hill of progression, to. be a 
christian is to be a savior. 


Theological Quéstions Answered, 


‘*Do you not believe that Jesus was an atone- 
ment for the sins of all who have believ- 
ed, and all who may believe in him as 
such?” G. D.-w. 


As Shakers, we do not so believe; 
although some who are now living cir- 
cumspect Shaker lives have not yet fully 
persuaded themselves to the contrary. 
We’ believe Jesus atoned for the mis- 
takes of Jesus, if he made any; or, if 
he made none, illustrated how each 
might atone for his or her own mis- 
deeds. The grand feature of Jesus was 
not as a proxy, but as an exemplar; by 
which others, seeing his good works 
and godly life, might ‘* go and do like- 
wise.” Herein, alone, is the index to 
true atonement. 





‘*What was the mission of Jesus, while on 
earth ?”—Jbid. 


To save all who would be his people 
from the necessity of committing sin— 
by setting an example for all who would 
be his disciples, by which even the 
temptations to sin would become num- 
bered among the circumstances that 
were, but are no more. Jesus never 
even intimated that he came to save 
people from the penalty of wrong ac- 
tions committed. ‘According to your 
works, so shall your reward be.” 
‘*What is your opinion of baptism?” 

A. SEELEY. 

We have a very sacred opinion of it. 
Without it there is no Christ, nor work 
of Christ in the soul. The baptisms of 
John were good, as a figure to the bap- 
tism which was an antitype—the bap- 
tism of fire and the holy spirit. Im- 
mersions, and sprinkling of water by 
the priests, may well be classed with 
the sacrificial overtures of the Jews and 
heathen. But far better is that inward 
baptism that convicts (teaches what is 
wrong) and converts (turns from sinful 
ways). We haveno confidence in any 
baptism, conversion, nor church-mem- 
bership that does not speak a reform to 
a better life. 


‘Do you think the married can never go to 
heaven?” c. Ss. T. 


That necessitates a question from us. 
Heaven means a happy condition; and 
there may be many who are very hap- 
py in marriage. If marriage is no bar- 
rier to your highest conception of and 
desire for heaven, then you should mar- 
ry; for the Jews thought so of old be- 
fore christianity was broached. But do 
not think of living in the heavenly 
condition of Jesus, nor of christians, 
while marriage is your highest ideal of 
happiness. True christians do not con- 
demn marriage, but live higher and bet- 
ter than it permits. Do not mistake us 
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in this: Marriage is good in its place— 
in the world—good “for the children 
of the world!” . But there is a life as 
far aboye the happiness of marriage as 
the heaven of Jesus is above the repro- 
ductions of Adam. Are you zow happy 
im marriage? 
“Is not the:Shaker cross very unwillingly 
borne?” A. V. SEcoR. 
My dear Secor: You will be ‘sur- 
prised when I tell you that a faithful 
Shaker, by bearing his cross: against 
“the lusts of ‘the flesh and of the 
mind,” enjoys a satisfaction and justifi- 
cation daily, which he would not ex- 
change! for all your pleasures’ of the 
flesh! _A Shaker not gnly bears the 
crosses assigned him willingly, but 
finds it far easier than to engage in any 
or all sensual pleasures. In fact,«re- 
lieve a Shaker from bearing the crosses 
of his faith, and you put him in hell 
immediately. ‘You are mistaken. It 
would be very difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to inducé a Shaker to resign his 
cross, for he has worn out its unpleas- 
antness; and it is now his crown of 
glory. 


‘“‘When will the Shakers give up the idea of 
Christ's duality?” ANDREW JUDSON. 


Never; at least, not 


‘© So long as sun and stars give light, 
And Reason sways her scepter bright.” 


There are, and are to be, female Christs 
as really as Jesus became Christ. Christ 
means anointed ; and of the saviors that 
shall yet.rise up on Mt. Zion, we opine 
the majority will be female Christs. 
‘* What proportion of those who become Sha- 
kers, remain so through life?” J. D. 
Although not a theological query, 
we answer: Every one, without ex- 
ception, who loves the life Jesus lived 
better than gross or refined sensuality. 
Young man, as soon as ‘‘youare able,” 
not before, you had better become a 
candidate of christianity, ‘‘ for the 
kingdom of heaven’s sake.” 
‘‘Can you advise me, as a christian, to re- 
linquish my love and faith in the man 


Jesus, and to rely on my own efforts for 
salvation?” E. Stacy. 


Our conscience commands us to ad- 
vise no such thing. We do advise, as 
a christian, that you love Jesus more 
than you have; and with an increase of 
genuine love, will be an uncontrollable 
desire to live like him. Whatever we 
really love and worship we will strive 
to be like. We grow in the likeness of 
God, or the god our lives worship. 
Our fault-finding, is that people do not 
love Jesus sufficiently, nor have suffi- 
cient faith in him, to aid them in doing 
the work every man and woman must 
do for himself and herself. 





A Oement unequaled by any in the World. 


‘“‘There is an excellent cement, which 
ought to be used freely by everyone. This 
cement is good for family jars and social cuts. 
It heals wounds, and leaves no scars; mends 
life; binds enemies together; mends dam- 
aged reputations; and is splendid for hurt 
feelings. This universal cement is love. 
Love is a thing to be cultivated, as you would 
a solitary stalk of wheat, supposing that there 
was not another grain of wheat in the world.” 


The above was copied from the Am. Phren. 
Fournal, and sent us by Joseph Slingerland, 
of Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. It is very good ce- 





ment,—good, like gold; its scareity making 
it extremely valuable. Of this cement, an 
ancient Shaker hymn thus engages : 


Is pure love and union my only free choice? 
Andido I thismnionposséss ? 

When others are-honored; then do I rejoice 
And'pity all those in’ distress? 

Is my heart delighted, when others are blest? 
And do I thejr happiness seek? 

Oram 'I e’er strivitig théir peace*to molest?” 
I call on my conscience to speak! 

For by this criterion I now can dédidé;” 
And know just the truth of the case; 

If I have that love that will ever abide, 
It will selfish nature abase. 


I shall not be lofty, nor haughty, nor high; 
But little, and simple, and mild! 

I'll learn to esteem others better than I, 
And bean obedient child. 

And the hymn goés on et ¢etera. If this 
cement proves cankerous, caustic, clashing, 
and contentious; corroding, corrupting, lust- 
ful, or longing for lascivious legitimacy; if 
on the tongue’s end always, and never in the 
active heart’s engagement, the samé is com- 
posed of spurious ‘materials, and should be 
refused immediately. A& good pudding ~is 
best known, sometimes, by ‘chewing “the 
pudding-string,” so let.us test all so-called 
love by what it heals,—what it does that hate 
cannot do! 

‘* And though. its name 
Has been usurped by’ power, 
And profaned to unholy usés through. all 
time, 
Still the eternal principle is pure ”— 
pure love. And where zz thé-world can we 
find it? o* 


Encouragement, 





HORTENSE HOOSER. 


Let all who believe in the second appearing 
Of Christ, the anointed, through goed 


Mother Ann, 
Resolve to go forward,’ by faithful cross- 
bearing, 
And practice true peace and good-will unto 
man. 


By daily obedience and strict self-denial, 
The soul is enabled to prosper-and grow}; 
Through many earth-conflicts and many sore 
trials, 
Be joyfully leaving all sorrows below. 
Remember, this work is not done by the 


slothful, 
The crown is not won, nor the treasure se- 
cured, 
Except by the brave, the devout, and deter- 
mined, 
And such have their passports to heaven 
insured. 
Should all within Zion live to their profes- 
sion, 
How sweetly and smoothly the moments 
would roll! 
The weak, inexperienced, be nursed and pro} 
tected, 
And love’s cheering pinions wave peace to 
the soul. 
The streamlets that flow very small at begin- 
ning,— ‘ 
They deepen and widen while rippling 
along; 
Just so doth the soul that’s established in 
Zion 


Gain strength,—swell the ranks of the glo- 
rified throng. 
Then let all unitedly move on together, 
The life-giving water will bear us safe 
through ; 
While angelic guards are surrounding the 
faithful, 
Diffusing rich blessings like heavenly dew. 
This earth-life is only the time of probation, 
Through which living pilgrims are willing 
to go; 
Well-knowing elysian fields lie before them, 
Where shortly they’ll reap all the good 
seed they,sow. 
With hearts of thanksgiving, we'll adore 
God forever, 








That. we: have a place in his kingdom of 
peace ; 
With hearts of thanksgiving, we'll praise 
Christ and Mother, 
Whose fountain of love will forever in- 
crease. 
Pleasant Hill, Ky. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
PLEASANT Hitt, Ky., Feb. 20. 

Dearly*beloved brother —G. A. Lomas: 
After expressing.my thanks for your zeal- 
ous’-and persevering labors of love, in de- 
fence and support of our glorious cause, I 
present as a brief apology for my protracted 
silence, the throng of duties consequent upon 
the heavy loss we_sustained by fire, and other 
adversities not convenient now to enumerate, 
the-preponderance of which has fallen upon 
the writer, in which his time is closely occu- 
pied. Ina concise correspondence with the 
dear friends of Canterbury, N. H., we men_ 
tioned the demise of our very worthy and 
beloved'Elder Thomas Shain, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age, by which it found its 
way into our precious literary gem, THE 
SHaKer. I then thought it unnecessary to 
write any further. on the subject; but. learn- 
ing since that as it transpired so suddenly, 
there was some anxiety abroad to hear the 
particulars of the case, we thought it would 
be propér to explain the ‘sad event, which, 
though it may be prized asa blessing to him, 
has. deprived “‘us“of* his useful and much- 
nééded help it things spiritual and temporal. 
It is believed the primary cause of his death 
was"a fall from his hdfse, occasionéd by a 
splint’ of the: fence catching in the stirtup, 
which threw him to the ground’ before he 
could'check the horse, his head striking the 
turnpike road, producing a concussion of the 
brain. He walked home, a quarter of a mile, 
and was confined to his room a week or two, 
but revived enough to ride out oyer the 
premises, perhaps too soon,’ and was again 
taken down with vomiting, when paralysis 
ensued, which soon proved. fatal.. We could 
say much touching the long, useful, and ex- 
emplary life of our beloved brother and earn- 
est toiler in the christian cause, in which he 
enlisted in his youthful days, and consecrated 
his whole life to God, never faltering while 
life was spared; but as we perceive your 
views accord with ouw own on the subject 
that lengthy obituaries would not be expedi- 
ent, we refrain. But we deeply regret the 
loss of so substantial a pillar at this time. 

Dear friend, we enjoyed a rich feast of good 
things with our beloved. ministry of Mount 
Lebanon while on their western tour, whose 
ministrations were with demonstrations of 
power in the holy spirit. Their gift of quick 
perception enabled them to readily compre- 
hend the situation and direct their labor ot 
love where most needed for the protection, 
blessing, and prosperity of Zion. It is to be 
hoped that their words of wisdom, their ad- 
monitions, and their living testimonies may 
long live in the hearts of their children in 
this branch of Zion, and bring forth the 
fruits of righteousness and peace an hundred 
fold. 

Concerning our temporalities: After the 
fire that destroyed our barn and other build- 
ings, we went to work as soon as we could 
make the necessary arrangements, to rebuild 
in part, and the barn, including horse and 
cow stables, was ready to be occupied in just 
three months after the fire. We have since 
added a wagon-shed and crib. We were very 
opportune in stabling the stock the first cold 
night of a severe spell of weather at that 
early season. And when it moderated, got 
up the crib and shed just in time to escape a 
deep snow and one of the severest spells of 
weather ever experienced here ; during which 
protracted cold the thermometer frequently 
ranged below zero,—at one time 12° below. 
It has, in our remembrance, been lower, 
but the cold was not so protracted. This 


may sound like child’s play compared 
with your climate, but it was literally awful 
for us! The weather is now quite mild; but 
we find all the tender fruits destroyed in the 
bud, including peaches, cherries, plumé}etc., 
our principal préservihg fruits, excépt straw- 
berries. 

Dear friend, we had been talking of sehd- 
ing for some copies of,‘‘ Plain Talks,” if any 
were to be had,’ and were pleased to learn 
they were to be reprinted, as we think it the 
best document for sincere inquirets, for gen- 
eral circulation, and a good home instricfor. 
We shall be pleased to have our order ‘filled 
for two hundred copies. * * * 

A wail of hard times and dull business 
goes up from all parts of our great country, 
in which, of course, we are included; and 
our rebuilding has so exhaustéd our available 
means that we shall have to suspend bisi- 
ness till we can recuperate our finances a 
little. 

The religious element in this part of the 
world is a scarce article, and it is‘diffietlt to 
find all the subst#ibers we want for out pre- 


cious missionary, THE SHAKER, because) ‘in-. 


stead of bringing “peace to their ordér,’ it 
brings ‘‘ rather division,” being a ministe® of 
Christ; whom they Vet reject hs did the Jews 
of old; but the flood will eventually — 
thém. We are pleased? however, to find Our 
friends from the ‘“ evergreen ‘shores ” visiting 
our children and youth of late, which fs’ hav- 
ing some good effett; ‘and may the thra 
prosper the good work, is our fervent prayer. 
In love unbounded and ever-renewing to all, 
and do not fail to impart from our order’ to 
the good ministry. Your brother and felléw- 
laborer in the cause of truth, : 
B. B. DuNiavy. 





NICHOLVILLE, N. Y., Feb. 20, 1877. 

Dear Friend Briggs: To you, as the 
publisher of THe SHAKER, and to the tnited 
societies of Shakers, I do hereby tender my 
heartfelt thanks for the official monthly, call- 
ed THE SHAKER. * * * I have carefully 
read every number of the last year, every ar- 
ticle therein, by which I have obtained a 
more thorough knowledge of your moral and 
religious positions as a christian community 
than I ever had before. In 1829, I was a 
member of the New Hampshire legislature ; 
and one Saturday, after adjournment, myself 
and two others,—John Kent and John Peavey 
of Barnstead,—walked from Concord to your 
place, a distance of twelve miles, and tarried 
in the society until Monday, attending your 
meetings on Sunday, and were treated as 
kindly as if members of the society. There 
is no other community of worshipers-of God 
whose character for honesty, sincerity, and 
uprightness stands so high in the estimation 
of the public of the nineteenth century, 
through the length and breadth of our land, 
as does that of your people. Free from the 
abominations so common in the world, satis- 
fied to labor in your modest, unassuming 
methods, which are very worthy of imitation. 
There is an economy in your system that all 
should know of; and that is that your earn- 
ings are not expended for useless ornaments 
of dress and buildings, so common for show, 
but without benefit. Had I known as much 
about the Shakers years age as after reading 
last year’s volume, I can hardly tell you what 
the consequences may have been. I am very 
happy to realize that there are such good 
people in America as the Shakers; and in my 
eighty-ninth year I happily, thankfully sub- 
scribe myself your well-wisher, while wish- 
ing the utmost God-speed to THz SHAKER. 

SAMUEL NEWELL. 





SHAKERs, N. Y., March 1, 1877. 
Editor Shaker: The article in the Febru- 


ary SHAKER upon ‘“‘ The Shaker Covenant,” 
clearly defining our obligations as a commu- 
nity to stand unflinchingly in its support, 
not only meets ny warm approval, but I do 





not see how it could have been materially im- 
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SPIRITUAL EDEN. 


James G. Russeu.. 


shores” whose an-gel-ic band— Will greet us be- yond the cold tomb. We are told of its ci-ties of light, Whose 


streets are all paved with gold, Whose in- mates are clothed in pu-ri-ty bright, where 














none suf - fer 


hun - ger nor cold. 








proved. None of us can deny the binding 
force of this sacred compact upon us, as 
members of our societies. And our obedi 
ence thereto, or our non-compliance with it, 
determines whether we shall stand or fall by 
it, from the christian standard. Its justness 
is clearly manifested, in that it controls each 
and all alike; and if delegating superiority to 
any, it is upon the gospel principle, ‘let 
him be servant of all.” Our rights are all 
secure, so long as this covenant remains in 
full force; and no privileged class can exer- 
cise an unchristian power upon any, but all 
are bound to the most unselfish brotherhood 
by its wise provisions. But there is great 
danger, beloved editor, as believers in our 
faith grow in the wealth of this world’s goods, 
that selfishness and a worldly ambition for 
place and power may seek to exercise an un- 
Shaker dominion over the weaker brethren. 
A vast amount of trouble may be made or 
avoided by carefully studying your excellent 
treatise upon this subject, and guiding our 
conduct thereby. Man naturally loves to ex- 
ercise authority over his fellows; and if he 
is not brought under christian influences, be- 
comes oppressive by a little brief power. 
Aware of this fact, let us jealously guard our 
sacred charter against any entering wedge 
that ignores the golden rule and the rights 
of all the brotherhood. Thanking you for 





the ringing clearness of that article, I am 
yours, ORRIN BEAVER. 





N. A. Briggs, publisher—Dear Sir: Please 
find sixty cents inclosed for THE SHAKER, 
for 1877. Have you last year’s numbers for 
sale, and at what price? The Lord bless your 
paper and the good work it is doing. May 
the Lord use it as an instrument to bring 
souls to Christ; that they may take the wat- 
ers of life freely, and be thereby saved from 
their sins, is the prayer of your brother in 


Christ, L. A. Burns. 
Leominster, Mass. 





LovulISvILLE, Ky., Feb. 15, 1877. 

Dear Bro. Eades: 1 have this day re- 
ceived another evidence of your kindness in 
the welcome visit of that highly-prized peri- 
odical, THz SHAKER. I recognize my indebt- 
edness to you for its regular visits, which 
afford me so much instruction, refresh my 
spiritual man, point me to a purer, higher 
life, and elevate my aspirations above that 
sordid and sensual plane upon which human- 
ity plods its weary way to the grave. I feel 
that I cannot sufficiently thank you for hav- 
ing placed that periodical in my hands. But 
for you its existence might have been un- 
known to me, and I would have been de- 
prived of that valuable information which I 
receive from its columns, It is no ordinary 





periodical, intended to advocate mere selfish 
human interests. It isnot set for the defence 
of worldly,torganizations, founded; for the 
acquisition of worldly honors,j emoluments, 
or personal aggrandizements; but it is a har- 
binger of the reign of peace, purity, and true 
holiness; and I earnestly wish it may find 
its way into every professed christian home; 
that it will reach thousands of firesides, 
where at present it is unknown. 

You will excuse me for saying that with all 
due deference to the judgment of the pub- 
lisher, I think the selection of the present 
quarto form instead of octavo was injudicious, 
and is regretted by many friends of the peri- 
odical. Its present form makes it very ephe- 
meral, and from being frequently folded and 
unfolded in its perusal, it is soon and easily 
worn out, and few of its subscribers have an 
opportunity of reading the pages a second 
time, though much of its matter is worthy of 
being read many times, and preserved in a 
bound volume. In its present shape it would 
make, if bound, a large, cumbersome, and 
unhandy volume of 11 1-2 by 15 inches. By 
changing the form to an octavo it would be 
7 1-2 by 11 inches. It might then be read 
and laid aside for subsequent perusals previ- 
ous to being bound. * * * I*make these 
suggestions only on account of my high ap- 
preciation of the work, and my firm belief 





that the matter contained in it is worthy of 
frequent perusal; and will make any man or 
woman better, who shall diligently study its 
teachings, and act upon the principles incul- 
cated therein. Present my kind regards to 
Elder Jno. R. Cooper, and believe me to be 
fraternally thine, J. H. B. 

Elder H. L. Eades. 

[We would make all Kentucky stare if we 
should print the above initials in full name— 
and we do aot care for the stare particularly ; 
but hope that THE SHAKER may find its way 
into a good many more homes in proaee'& 
and be as highly appreciated as by this high- 
ly-honored individual, equally well by state 
and nation! Ep.] 
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Christian Oulture. No. 2. 


KNOWLEDGE. 

Knowledge in the human being is the 
foundation of all culture—physical, mental, 
and moral. It is so intimately connected 
with all true thought that it is impossible for 
the one to exist without the other. The Infi- 
nite possesses infinite knowledge, and hence 
devises and executes all his plans with unerr- 
ing certainty. Man is limited in all his’ fac- 
ulties, and necessarily limited in his knowl- 
edge, and thus liable to errors. There is no 
necessity of supposing a self-existing devil or 
principle of evil to account for the zigzag 
course of mankind ever since its existence 
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2. We are told of its seasons so fair,— 


Its eternal spring and its youth, 

No sickness—no pain, nor poisonous air, 
No slander—no pride, nor untruth. 

Of its bright ‘‘sea of glass” we have heard— 
The pearls and the gems on its shore, 

No troublesome noise—the songs of the birds 
Are adding their joy evermore. 


Chorus 


Chorus. 





8. We are told that the spirit of war 

Is known in that land, never more, 

But halcyon love and union are there— 
A brotherhood scene evermore. 

We are told, would we reach that blest sphere, 
And earn an inheritance there, 

To labor with care for heaven while here— 
By living the life they live there. 


Chorus. 


4. To the joys of a heaven made here, 

Add bliss of the angelic band, 

A heaven on earth, sure then will appear, 
A foretaste of that happy land. 

Let us press for the ‘‘evergreen shores ;” 
We'll make all its pleasures our own ; 

And be angels here, and there evermore— 
In Eden—our eternal home. 








upon the earth. Ignorance in the beginning 
may be the cause of early faults and mis- 
takes, and the effects of early mistakes trans 
mitted may and do form proclivities to still 
other faults, proceeding in an increasing ra- 
tio, unless checked by some superior power. 

Knowledge is not the saving principle, yet 
it must precede the internal power that 
checks, restrains, and delivers. . Whoever in- 
voked God that had no idea of God? Con- 
science, the internal monitor that warns, re- 
proves, or approves, takes its name from the 
fact that knowledge is always its attendant 
when it is in its normal condition. The more 
extensive and accurate the knowledge of duty, 
when the judgment is well-poised, the greater 
the power felt of obligations to duty. An 
unenlightened conscience—if that is not a 
misnomer—has been the originator of un- 
numbered wrongs done in the name of con- 
science—wrongs of the most aggravated char- 
acter. It is true, there are those ‘‘ who know 
their duty and do it not.” Many are accom- 
plished villains, polished scoundrels, who 
avail themselves of their knowledge of law 
the more effectually to evade law. But where 
must the blame be laid—upon knowledge it- 
self, or the moral condition of the individual 
person? Perversity of character may turn 
the very best of blessings to curses. 

A broad assertion respecting knowledge 
has been ascribed to the Apostle Paul,— 
**Knowledge puffeth up.”—JZ. Corinthians, 
vit. 1. But our English translators are re- 





sponsible for that rather than Paul. If they 
had rendered the two words, ke gnosis, in the 
first verse as they did the very same words in 
the seventh verse, ‘‘ that knowledge,” they 
would have made the statement particular 
rather than general, as Paul did. The apos- 
tle evidently alluded to some in the Corinthi- 
an church who had much self-satisfaction in 
their knowledge that there is but one God, 
and could therefore eat with impunity the 
meats offered in sacrifice to idols, without re- 
gard to their weaker brother who was still 
influenced by his former superstitions. They 
were ‘‘ puffed up” with their knowledge in- 
stead of possessing the “‘ love which edifies.” 
It was a just reproof given them, ‘“ that they 
knew nothing yet” respecting christian love, 
‘*as they ought to have known.” 

There is much in the world that passes un- 
der the name of knowledge which is not 
really such. It is found in connection with 
theology, medicine, jurisprudence, and sci- 
ence, generally. The doctor of divinity pro- 
fesses to be teacher of sacred things; the 
doctor of medicine claims to know some- 
think about human health and disease; the 
doctor of laws to be acquainted with the 
methods that should regulate human society, 
or with the laws pertaining to the physical 
universe; but, compared with the vast fields 
that yet lie unexplored, how little do they all 
know! And, if they sift from the mass of 
what appertains to their several departments 





that which they positively know, what heaps 





of rubbish remain! The fact of their igno- 
rance is made very evident by the want of 
harmony among those who listen, week after 
week, and year after year, to those who pro- 
fess to teach divine truths; by the vast 
amount of disease still existing even where 
physicians are most numerous; and the dis- 
cords that still prevail in spite of the efforts 
of politicians, statesmen, and rulers gener- 
ally to govern the world. 

What, then? Has nothing been gained to 
repay the time and labor spent in making the 
vast accumulations displayed in those several 
departments of human effort? Not so. Truth 
is evolved from error. It has made its ap- 
pearance, little by little, all along. First the 
seeming and then the real. Man’s resurrec- 
tion is nothing more than a succession 
of steps from the lowest depths of earth to 
the sun-lit realms of the highest heavens. 
Something can and will be acquired all along 
the way. It matters not, though the process 
be slow, if the ultimate acquisition be sure. 

The divine forces are ever active, and have 
already formed a world of wondrous beauty 
and splendor. Yet there are deserts here and 
there; and, if we would see them ‘rejoice 
and blossom as the rose,” human efforts, con- 
joined with human wisdom,‘'must unite with 
divine power to bring about the glorious 
consummation. The streams from the river 
of life must be directed wherever they are 
needed to produce the desired fertility. If there 
are inequalities throughout, then so much 





more the need of knowledge to convey 
the waters over hillock and hill, as well as 
through ravine and valley. 


What is Duty? 
o— 


ABRAHAM PERKINS. 





For a very long time my mind has been 
exercised upon the condition of our Zion; 
how the gospel of Christ was maintained by 
our spiritual fathers and mothers; how, unto 
the present time, it has been perpetuated and 
its powers preserved; and how, by the pres- 
ent and coming generations, it is to be sup- 
ported and preserved inviolate, free from the 
impurities and amalgamations of human in- 
fluences and worldly principles. The effects 
of the demoralizing influences of society, al- 
most universally in all ranks of life, are 
largely realized; even in the quiet, peaceful, 
christian Shaker church, so peculiarly char- 
acterized for its religious devotion, consecra- 
tion, and sacrifice, the young and inexperi- 
enced are not unfrequently befogged and ru- 
ined; and older members, superficially plant- 
ed in gospel soil, correspondingly suffer from 
the blight and infection of the spirit of the 
times. 

The highly-revered testimonies of our 
church, ‘‘ Take no thought for the morrow,” 
and ‘ Live to-day as though you had a thous- 
and years to live,” are in the letter conflicting ; 
yet both have their valued significance, and 
in their significance and meaning a principle 
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is involved. The idea of living only for to- 
day is contracted and selfish; it unveils low 
mental conditions and discloses lack of judg- 
ment and absence of reason. Again, living 
principally for the future is miserly and in- 
consistent with reason. It deprives man of 
present enjoyment, and is eminently calcu- 
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my children, I am anxious you should always 
make good images from the much thought- 
material at your command. -When you make 
a thought, it becomes an image of some kind, 
and.we call it imagination—which being de- 
fined, means, the act of making images. 
Now let us discover where our actions come 


lated to weaken the power.of protectidn and}from. Before we act.at any time,swe neces- 


destroy the basis of progress. The two prin- 
ciples of the foregoing quotations, are as es- 
sential to promote the growth, deyelopment, 
increase, and prosperity of Zion, 4s it is nec- 
essary that the two great principles, conserv- 
atism and radicalism, should not be lost sight 
of, but should be faithfully cultivated and un- 
remittingly maintained, if we would retain 
an ynadulterated existence, and find,an un- 
foldment of.greater truths. 

As dear to us as have been the form and 
manner of carrying out the order of our gos- 
pel institution, as transmitted to us by our 
spiritual -leaders; as.great sticklers as we 
have been to orthodoxy, for the maintenance 
of principle in the support of pure society 
relations; yet, as we find conditions, legiti- 
mate or illegitimate, so we must meet. them, 
shaping our course as our wisdom will best 
subserve the object fof which we labor most 
successfully, to meet the end and give justi- 
fication to our own souls. 

The, momentous question before us is,— 
What js duty? The peace, the justification, 
and egmforts of life hang upon this lesson; 
and however wantonly or superficially the 
subject is considered, , future welfare is large- 
ly predicated upon present calculation, and 
present action. Although in a variety of 
forms, principle may be sustained ;, yet under 
no circumstances can we depart from it in 
justification. This is a fundarftental axiom. 
Change of condition often requires change 
of operation, but will never justify abandon- 
ment of principle. It may sometimes be in 
our power to control circumstances, by which 
we secure more favorable results. Napoleon 
the First, under a pressing trial, strove to 
impress this idea upon his generals; to this 
principle of action were very much owing his 
success and prosperity in life; yet the poor 
man was sometimes amazingly misguided, 
and with all his talent, wisdom, shrewdness, 
and strength of intellect, he failed in the end, 
closing his days in misery and suffering, pro- 
duced by miscalculation, stimulated by pride 
and unworthy ambition. From fruits of oth- 
ers’ and personal experiences, we may learn 
lessons of wisdom; or we may, by our con- 
ceit and selfishness, unprofitably and blindly 
toil, making life worse than a blank, ending 
in dishonor and shame, and emblazoned as a 
curse on the pages of history. 

Although this production may shed no 
light, may present no @#her than cogitations 
of a personal character, yet some may be able 
to indorse them as painful truths. 
incsvnaedinaieii 


REN’S GROTTO. 


THE CHILD 


Again, dear children, I sit down, with an 
exceeding pleasure, to have a talk with you. 
I say exceeding, because I have received very 
flattering evidences from some of you, and 
your friends, that lam doing good thereby. 
Let us talk of THoucuts. Do you know 
that thoughts are real things? that they have 
an existence as really as trees, flowers, birds 
and men? There are things that are thought- 
less; but there are few or no animals but 
have thoughts. The steam engine, the water- 
wheel, the wind-mill, etc., are powerful, but 
cannot think. But thinking beings made 
these and all other machinery, to aid the de- 
velopment of thought. Once, the steam en- 
gine, as all other mechanical and artistic ar- 
rangements, was as chaotic as thousands of 
inventions yet unthought of. Our thoughts 
at first, may be compared to stores of crude 
material, out of which we take a mind-full, 
as of clay we take a handful; and of our 
mind-full of material, we can form figures 
fair or foul, justas we please. Knowing this, 





sarily think how we shall act. Some of you 
may be prompted by your experiences to un- 
favorably criticise this; for, you may~ask: 
** Does npt a, boy or girl sometimes act; with- 
out thinking?” To which I reply: Never! 
Too commonly, we all act without sufficient 
maturity in our plans of thought—without 
due consideration. Now, as we must first 
think before we can act, then let us carefully 
train our modes of thinking, and our deeds} 
and words. will illustrate this thought-train- 
ing. Who thinks only good thoughts, always 
speaks and acts goodness! Every word we 
speak, evéry little or large act ‘we perform, 
every good and every evil we speak or do— 
all are formed in the mind, mapped out ere 
they are committed! “Sometimes, we pause, 
consider, makea new image, mark outa new 
course, and do differently—because we re-| 
modeled our intentions. All the causes of 
good and ill feeling lie within the limits of 
our thought-factory—in our imaginations. 
Now for the appligation, children: Make 


good thoughts, beautiful pictures. of the 


mind, and beauty, and love, and blessing will 
be the certain fruits. Resolve not to make 
up an unworthy figure to think upon; not to 
think angrily, uncleanly, jealously, enviously, 
avariciously. Resolve: to be noble men and 
women! ,.manufacturers.of godly thoughts-- 
images we know that God looks on with 
pleasure. Would you resist evil temptations? 
Deny them formation in your mind; for, 
when you have made evil images, and per- 
mit yourselves to worship or admire them, 
your heart is getting ready for the full act of 
commission of sin! Now, dear children, 
think how great is your power, if you deny 
to yourselves the practices of making evil 
thoughts. A little child, in this self-denial 
and at the time when plans of mischief are 
laid, has more power for good, than the 
giant intellects, who, failing to work in the 
mind, for proper guidance of imaginations, 
become the subjects of the worst of tyrants— 
the passions! 


Kind Editor: 

I read your article to ‘‘ youth and children” 
in the last number of our paper, at the open- 
ing of school as soon as in my possession. 
The children seemed to appreciate the pa- 
ternal advice; and Henry Clough has written 
his thanks, and the expression of our little 
school. You will accept it as a purely origi- 
nal letter, and know, should you feel to give 
him any advice, it will be acceptable. 

He seemed afraid I might alter the letter 
somewhat, and thus I gave entire place to his 
expanding, manly powers, knowing the keen 
eye of the editor would detect any blunder; 
and should he offer amendments it might do 
quite as much good as though from one who 
has the constant discipline. 

With many thanks for past favors, and es- 
pecially those kind words to we little folks, I 
subscribe myself your humble sister, 


EmMA J. NEAL. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 





Mr. LEBANON, Feb. 14, 1877. 
Dear brother ALBERT : 

As soon as the February number of THE 
SHAKER was committed to our keeping, my 
eyes fell upon the beautiful piece, entitled, 
“The Children’s Grotto,” *‘Talks to youth 
and children.” Perusing it, I could not re- 
frain from thanking the author. Such con- 
siderations for the young, should not and 
cannot (by the thoughtful) pass unnoticed, 
among believers or by others. Being one of 
those fortunate, or unfortunate boys, possess- 
ed of much life, I am capable of making 


when I ought not to. But there is life in 
children as you remark, and it must come 
out one way or another. 

I have read your article several times, but 
will do more than read; I will impress it on 
my mind and mould my actions by the prin- 
ciples it contains. I really wonder a brother, 
having so many>things to occupy your mind, 
and things that are above childhood too, 
could spend time to have such an interesting 
talk with us; and so we have reason to be 
thankful for this also. 

I may not appreciate your remarks as deep- 
ly in my ignorant condition, as in riper 
years, but hope to show an increasing appre- 
ciation by my future deportment. 

Iam not alone in appreciating your senti- 
ments, but many others of my schoolmates 
have resolved to discipline ourselves that. we 
may make agreeable and useful men at some 
future date. 

Ini Jove and’réspect I subseribe-myself, : 

Henry CLOUGH. 
[Thank you, little friend, for the comfort 
rself and companiens return to me. “We 
7 o not know how old you are, but your pen- 
ymanship is admirable. We. could scargely 
tdo better ourself. -Try on. .Ep.] 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, for the 
year ending Funuary 31,1877 ; taken az 
Mt. Lebanon, N. ¥., by Louis Bast1nG. 
Elevation of station above sea-level, about 

1200 feet. Result based upon two daily obser- 

tyations, taken at 5 a. m., and 12.m,: 


Mean temperature, . ... . - 441-2 
Mean temperature at5a.m.,. . . 138 




















Mean temperature at I29m., t50 1-2 
Lowest temperature, Dec. 17, . -9 
Highest temperature, July 12, . .. 93 
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MEAN TEMPERATURE, at Labrador, 125; 
Archangel, 44; Lomberg, +44; Gottenburg, 
+40; Trieste, t5g; Vienna, t51; Melbourne, 
+59; London, t50; Algiers, 63; Barbadoes, 
+80; Manheim, +50; Bahamas, +83; Batavia, 
+78. 
Waites. West, 167; northwest, 38; south- 
west, 11; south, 57; north, 35; east, 32; 
rest scattering. 
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EVERGREEN SHORES. 

At Canterbury, N. H., Feb. 13, SARAH 
AMELIA CROOKER, aged 50. Mentally, mor- 
ally, spiritually, a brilliant adornment of our 
Israel; but physically fragile. Pity it is that 
such could not have bodies that would last a 
thousand years. 

At South Union, Ky., Feb. 10, 
PoLLy Jones, aged 93. 

At Canaan, N. Y., Feb. I5, 1877, Caro- 
LINE WEBBER, aged 80 years. Influential in 
bringing some of the most staunch support- 
ers of our faith into our ranks on earth, she 
has ever deserved the grateful thanks of all 





1877, 





things rattle a little sometimes, and perhaps 


Zion. 


Our Congratulation. 


Our noble publisher writes us: ‘“The 
general verdict is such, that I congratu- 
late you upon the improvement of our 
PAPER. Your editorials are very 
worthy of consideration. I am un- 
changed in my opinion, that it is far 
better to say Pussy sometimes, than to 
say CAT always! (This advice prevents 
our saying things very plainly, except 
in ‘Pian Tarks.’) Even Jesus, the 
radical, was reticent upon subjects 
which he knew would not be apprecia- 
ited nor understood. He was wise. 
‘The gospel, though so simple that ‘a 
fool needs not err,’ cannot be sustained 
by fools, nor will a foolish, rash zeal 
tend to its.increase.’—W. A. Briggs. 


We are Reniémbered. 


The dear, good sisterhood of a certain 
mountain home, appreciating our la- 
bors on our little SHAKER have most 
kindly sent us a set of nice shirts. We 
do not know what we have done wor- 
thy of such.a compliment; but we are 
full of resolves to work more earnestly 
for the cause, because of such kindly 
remembrances. We should be pleased 
to publish the loving’ letter accompany- 
ing—so full of the clear, sweet, tangi- 
ble gospel love and sentiment; but they 
will not permit. Unsalaried, but we 
are remembered ! 
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PARTICULAR NOTICE. 


‘The American Agriculturist is‘a very wor- 
thy monthly. Its subscription price is $1.60. 
We will send THe SHAKER and ##¢ together 
during 1877 for $1.50!! Now take advantage 
of our offer, and get both for less than quar- 
ter cost. Address the Publisher of Tue 
SHAKER. 
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‘¢ THE DAYS OF MAN’S YEARS” would 
be much more rounded and sweet did 
he understand and appreciate the real 
object of existence. To keep alive the 
divinity within, at whatever sacrifice 
of reputation, fortune or sensuous en- 
joyment, should be his highest endeav- 
or. Standing in awe, as we sometimes 
do, at the heights and depths of thought 
and feeling, we know our own spirits 
to be capable of reaching, dwarfed and 
marred as they are, we are dumb with 
wonder at the glorious possibilities of 
peace and power that await the more en- 
lightened human soul. Why are we not 
better taught in childhood? Why does 
not some friendly guide show us the 
paths that surely lead to the azure 
heights of contentment and trust where- 
on man was meant to dwell? So much 
time is lost in retracing false steps; so 
many days are consumed in waiting for 
wounds to heal before we can attempt 
further progress, that lo! old age finds 
us still gasping amid the, noisome fogs 
of the valley. I believe that man, by 
being true to his highest conceptions. of 
right, can surround himself. by.such.an 
atmosphere of love and hope; that the 
crimson glories of each rising day will 
be but faintly typical of the glowing as- 
pirations that shall fill his soul each 
morn, and the golden splendors of even- 
tide shall pale before the sacred fires 
that give light and warmth to all who 





—A. A. W. in New Age. 





‘‘T have been and seen the wants of 
people, and returning to my own home, 
have fairly hated the comforts that surr- 





ounded me.”— Dr. Hall, 


come within the range of his affections. 








